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SURTICT: Vulnerebility of the Hsuod-Hailphong Ilectric
Power IHeluork

1. ﬂs you indicated in your itelegphionic request of 10 Iovcr"wcr, 'bhe
nessive soucr fallure in the porthesstern port of the Unlted Stotes
o Hoverbo )65 reilscs e question of the mlncmbilitica of the ‘hr‘bh

tetnemes.  octyie powver iundnstry. Unfovtunctely, the ceuse of the

FTew Imglond feilure is not yet Imown. It mey heve resulted froo loss,
durlnge the pesk loed period, of sirnificantly more powcyr then antlceipoted
in emcrscvoy plonas. Yhere woy bave been eryoncous signels in guitching
gear, ox indecloion L_f load disrotehers. It probably wonld vot e pogsible
to produce the :sza - chala-reaction, or coscading effect, in North Vietna
Yecnuge the rotn nower cystem 1o cualler end the load casrfctcvis'cics LYe
CifTorent. Bven if such en effcet could be produced it would ghut down
vee main power system foxr only o Tev hours £t nosth.

2, Teetrocticn 4n the Honol-lUeiphous crea of T poverplonts, or thelx
cagelated subsictions, would vwirtuslly clivinate the sunply of vouer to
:acnc-m irduntey in Forth Vietnrm. £n adcitionel dmporteint ingtalletion iu

the nowey xxmw % i the Dong &xh subetation, which is the focal point of
1orndnsion 1iws from thice sources supplylng power do the elty of Heonoll
oL Dowr fnh rv"b.,tation and the Usop Bl powerplont substotion sve reger oo
Cone oo most vital components of the entive pover gysten. Deotructica
Culhene “L;no frarallotions would curtail the power gupplied by the netiorl
. iJenoi ord Urivhongs However, three of the seven powcrplants ave locoted
in vhope o (‘luiﬁ?ﬁ, oud neither oliy con h.» comnletely Ceprived of elec~
toieity for rove than a few hours valess these three plonts whedr sul-
coidong wre ¢rolroyeds Depending on the .,chmtj of dumepze, roecngtrueiion
of %the poverplanis would reguire Ifrom oue O {w yeore. FPestorstion of
“he pubzioilons rrobably would teke o minimn of six rwonths. In both
fustances Torelen essigtance would te necessery. :

tnu’wr.ﬁ Il 3iteeaiis

GRUUR 1 ?

&»nr"raung my




- \." g' Y. ~
Approved For Release 1999/09/10::CIA RDP78502149R000100080006-6
[admantek R alit | m":-""‘f‘z"
a ?Ui&d-wnn i:;:-::u?
- 2o

3. Youer supplics con be cut off clther by destructlon of trons-
Tornlng substations assoclated with powerplents, or by destruction of the
conerating cquipment in the pleut 1tself. She demuge inflicted on Yorth
’ ietnenese poverpleonta by US eir strikes to-date shows thot cericl boume
terdment 48 likely to include destruction of both substotlon end porernlout,.
Tordbotion of destructlon to substotions only, can be eifcctively carried
ol by demolition teoms. Deccuse of ineccessibility ond the ooy cone .
ctruction of powerplents, povewplant buildings avd rencreting cm,rment
sre not voecommended es sultable torgets for demolition teoms. Coordinated
attocks by demolition teoms apeinst a nuber of targets simultoncously
have & Poly chonee of achicving thely objective, 'bu:t asubgegquent ralds
vould e likely to encounter rfcatl:,r strongothened secourdty measures
cround power ilnstollatlons.

L, Thus Ter U3 eir strilkes heve been linmited to five pm:cmlfm
that pele up only chout 13 percent of the totsl notiomal geperoting capocliyy.
Four of the plents served melotively minor independent powver aysicm. Lir
si:r:ikes oraingt the £1fch plan't., loc atr:d. &t Tom Dinh on the pevizheyy of
the Hanol-Haiphong power neiworl, were the Lirgt to invelve a poverplent
:1 Iorth Victnom's molin pover trensulesion nelwoxi.

5, Attached for your informetion is & nemorvandum prepsred last
soring for the Stote Depurtmeat. The esaoessrient wirleh 1t contains con-
corning the vulnerebilities of North Victnem's electrilc power iudustry is
26111 volid with the ecxception of the fact that the Nam Dinh powerplant
vog destroyed in Auguast 1005.
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